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An Exploration of the Relationship between
Schooling and LLocal Knowledge

Based on Ethnographic Study in A Rural Community of Yugur

BA Zhan-long
(School of Social Development &. Public Policy, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875, PRC)

[ Abstract | Schooling represents the interests of the nation and mainstream society, while local knowledge
exists in specific context of community. In China’s rural communities of ethnic region, the relationship
between schooling and local knowledge hides deeply in the inter-constructive relationship between nation
and countryside. The real culture needs of schools to villagers in the new era, such as the ignorance of
minority language education entering into the school curriculum system, might be a main cause of the
tension between school and community. The relationship between school and community is a classic
proposition of educational anthropology with cultural orientation, more relevant experts and scholars
should provide valuable China’s experience for this research field through a solid ethnographic study in
cross—cultural comparative perspective.
[ Key words | schooling; local knowledge; ethnography; anthropology of education; Yugur Studies
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