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Is It Feasible to Lower the Legal Marriage Age Now
An Empirical Study Based on Average First-marriage Age of Beijing in Recent Years
GAO Ying, ZHANG Xiu-lan
(School of Social Development and Public Policy, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The present authors use the marriage registration data of Beijing during 2004 to 2011 and find that the average
first-marriage age of both males and females are 6 years higher than that of the legal marriage age, and is becoming higher a-
long the years. The urban and rural late marriage rates are also increasing in a gradual manner. The influence of legal mar-
riage age on people’s marriage decision is much limited, so there is some space for the decrease of legal marriage age. How-
ever, through the analysis of the newly married males of 22-year-old and females of 20-year-old, it is found that people of
early marriage are mainly rural youth with low educational level. Under the influence of adverse selection, the benefited peo-
ple are probably not the minority who need to marry early indeed, but those who are not suitable to marry early. The policy
may hence lead to more early-marriage and corresponding problems such as birth control and women-children health. Since
the lowering of legal marriage age cannot play the role of adjusting birth rate and improving population structure, it is not
proper to implement the policy right now.

Key words: legal marriage age; first-marriage age; adverse selection; early marriage; Beijing



